Frankfurt School Tories

by Matthew A. Roberts

AMERICAN PROSCENIUM

IT IS A STRANGE WORLD in which al-
legedly conservative politicians will go
to great lengths to demonstrate their po-
litically correct bona fides. For years, we
have witnessed this tendency within the
Republican Party. A recent example is the
new Republican Party website (www.gop.
com), which one might confuse for the
websites of the NAACP or La Raza. It fea-
tures a “Republican heroes” theme, filled
with photos and bios of Republican lumi-
naries, household names like José Celso
Barbosa and Pinckney Pinchback. There
is also a “Republican faces” page, which
shows photos of various demographics one
might have expected to vote (and who, the
data confirm, did vote) for Barack Obama
in the last election.

Credit must be given, however, to the
United Kingdom's Conservative Party for
upping the ante. Not only do Tories want
to present a false image, but they have de-
cided to take it a step further and actually
purge—drum roll—Englishmen from the
party. That’s right. The Daily Mail (Feb-
ruary 19) has brought to light a confiden-
tial party memo in which David Cameron
outlines a new plan for the party, a six-page
document that “proposes the use of sub-
terfuge to end the white, male and middle-
class image of the Conservative Party” The
plan is to wrest from localities the power to
select their own candidates so that Camer-
on and his inner circle can choose more ac-
ceptable ones for them. And, of course, all
of this should be done in secret.

The document recommends the use
of “stealth” and keeping “quiet” to ensure
more women, ethnic, and homosexual
candidates within the party: “Like a conju-
ror, we'll get more applause if the audience
cannot see exactly how the trick is per-
formed” It should appear natural, since
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“[t]he more that the profusion of women,
black, Asian or gay candidates appears to
be the result of spontaneous open-mind-
edness on the part of grassroot activists
the greater will be the accolades”

The real threat to Cameron’s machina-
tions is the possible backlash from white
males, the backbone of the party, which is
why the document suggests that “the han-
dling of white males should be done with
sensitivity”” In other words, don't let white
males participate in the party their ances-
tors built, but be dishonestly polite to keep
them as water-carriers and voters.

It seems that such an exercise in unpa-
triotic deception would be doomed from
the start. In fact, even before the leaking
of this memno, many English conservatives
have flocked to other parties, such as the
British National Party or the UK. Inde-
pendence Party. But current Tory leader-
ship has a backup plan: Intimidate people
into staying in the party. Tory activists
have started a website entitled Nothing Brit-
ish, which smears discontented right-wing-
ers in the United Kingdom as being “anti-
British” Likewise, David Cameron is a
signatory to the Unite Against Fascism cam-

paign, which has the “aim of alerting Brit-
ish society to the rising threat of the ex-
treme right” For “extreme right) read
“anyone who sees through the conjurer’s
tricks” And the number of disillusioned
has been growing for some time.

English writer Derek Turner, editor of
The Quarterly Review and contributor to
Chronicles, wrote in a recent e-mail ex-
change: “David Cameron has ignored ‘the
national question’ for so long that many
instinctive Tories are probably going to
vote UKIP or BNP anyway” The news
of this cynical memo, he notes, “will al-
most certainly turn some Conservative
voters toward the BNP, which could have
the effect of making the Tories do much
less well than expected in some marginal
seats” Looking to the future, Turner be-
lieves that “Cameron is playing a danger-
ous game—it is no longer true that dis-
gruntled Conservatives have nowhere else
togo”

Like John McCains brilliant “Hispan-
ic vote” strategy in the last U.S. presiden-
tial election, Cameron’s diversity drive may
well push his party into a banal insignifi-
cance. -
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